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ABSTRACT

The Ivary-billed Woodpecker (Campephilis principalis} originally

ranged throughout Texas but disappeared from sight after 1904, Then
in 1967 ornithologist John Dennis discovered the bird in the Neches
River Bottormms. This official sighting touched off & wave of studies by
those interested in substantiating the Ivory-bills' presence in Texas.
These studies included documentation of Ivory-bill signs, of sightings,
of the birds? call notes, and of the Ivory-bill itself. These studies
have culminated into an official recognition of the Texas Ivory-hill
population., The studies sugpest that three pair plus several unmated
individuals ream lightly out over areas of mature trees, There is
only one area known which could poseibly constitute a home range for
the specics as described by Tanner. This suggests that the Ivory-
bill does not require the specific habitat as was previously believed,
therefore giving new hope for the species, one of our country's great-

est esthetic Tesources,
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INTRODUGCTION

The Ivory-hilled Woodpecker (Campephilis principalis) has been a

bird of considerable interest to naturalists throughout history., Audu-
bon and Wilzon wrote colorful accounts of this unique species. The
Ivory-bill was never abundant and disappeared from swamp after
swamp as civilization approached. Many felt the bird had becorme ex-
tinct sinece there had been no substantiated reports since 1951, Then
in 1967 ornithologist John ¥. Dennis discovered the Ivory-bill in
Texas. Since that titme many records have come to light and several
studies have been made. There 15 a definite need for a summary of
these observations, since papers of this nature cannot be published and
it is difficult to get all the inforrnation that exists. Therefore 1 have
written this paper to summarize the data available.

In gpathering this data I have been greatly aided by Noel Fettingell
to whom I owe a debt of gratitude. I would also like to acknowledge
the help of Bill Mealy who informed me of the most recent develop-
ments concerning the Ivory-bill, And finally, I would like to thank my

aunt, Mrs. Jerry Miller, for typing this paper.

SWIMIma Y
The Ivory-hilled Woodpecker criginally ranged throughout East
Texas west to about the Brazos River, north inte Oklahoma, The

bird became scarce aiter 1205 and when James Tanner visited Texas




in 1938, he considered it very unlikely that the bird could still exist in

TFexas. Little information 1% available concerning the Ivory-bill until
the sixties although local naturalists still rumored the bird's existence.
Then in 1967 ornithoelogist John Depnis dizcovered an Ivory-bill popu=
lation on the Maches, About that time many observations were re-
corded and many studies were initiated, These records lead to the
estimation of between five and ten pairs of Ivory-bills. It also revised
the range of the dpacies and suggests that its habitat requirements are
not as demanding as they were once thought to be, giving new hope for

an esthetic resource which was almost lost,
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THE IVORY -BILLED WOODPECKER IN TEXAS

History of the Ivory-billed Wocdpecker in Texas

The histoery of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker (Campephilis princi-

palis) in Texas is rather poorly documented. Audubon wrote in LE40
that the Ivory-bhill was "very abundant" aleng the Bufialo Bayou (near
Houston 7}, Texas; he procured several specimens there. But the
words 'very abundant" have litile meaning alone; the Ivory-bill may
hawve heen abundant there compared with the number of Ivory-billa in
other localities, Audubon wsually described the big woodpecker as

: ; 1 : ? g
being quite rare. Tanner cited only eleven records of the Ivory-bill

Z
in Texas, the last-being in 1904, One of these is in Morth Texas in
1aT 3

Cooke County about 1875 by G. H. Ragsdale (Hasbrouck). Two others
are considered accidental: San Marcos and Guadalupe Rivers, Texas
{(J.M.H.) and New Braunfels, Texas {Rn-ﬂmer],-' The other eight
records are from the area referred Lo by Tanner 2z EFast Texas.
These are indicated on the map (Figure 1) and in the following num-
bered key (Table 1} adopted irom Tanner. The key gives the following
information in this order: location, date of record, observer o1 col-
lector, and in parenthesis, Lthe authority or source for the record.
anner, Ivorv-billed 31
Tanner, Ivory-billed 12

Tanner, [vory-billed 12
Tanner, Ivory=-billed 3
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Names and dates in the parenthesis refer to the 1:-]'1:-Jing1'aph1.'.5
Table ]
East Texas Region

1} Meches River, Jzsper County, Texas; May 3, 1885;
B, T. Goss (Hasbrouclk, Bendire).

2] Data errcneocusly omitted by Tanner.

3] Tarkington, Texas; MNovember 26, 1904 V. Bailey;
[z spec., U.8. Fish & Wildlife Service),

4) Trinity River, Texas; 1864; H. E. Dresser (1805},

5} MNorthern Harris County, Texas; about 18B4; H, Nehrling
CLEE2).

&) Buffals Bayou, Texas; arcund 1840; Audubon (1542].

7] Brazges River, Texas; arvound 1880; R.M. Conway (J.H. M. ).

8] Brazos River, Texas; May 1864; H, E, Dresser {1865).
These records are the basis lor the oripinal distribution of the Ivory-
Billed Woodpecker in Texas, They also indicate that Lvory-bills in
Texas were ignored by collectors who were so active around the turn
af the century; this in spite of the lact that the Ivory-bill was known to
ceour in Faat Texas until about 1915,

Logging operations of swamp hardwoods were completed soon
after 1915, Tanner correlates the disappearance of the Ivory-bill
with logging throughout ils ranpe. g O this basis Tanner preswmes

Ivory-bills to be absent Mrom Texas after 1915, Regardless of the

5 Tanner, Ivory-billed 3

fi Tanner, Ivery-billed 18
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correlation, logging did not destroy all the mature trees and virgin
forest, which the Ivory-hill requires, in Texas. An excellent example
of this is the Sternberg Tract near Village Mills where about forty
acres of mature trees and ten acres of virgin forest may be found
within one hundred yards of an abandoned lumber camp. These trees
are defective or so inaccesgsible that it was not profitable to cut them.
There are undoubtedly many areas like this in the Fast T'exas Region.
As part of hiz research, James Tanner visited East Texas in July
1238, He wrote '"this is low country of mixed pine and swampy forest,
thoroushly logged over and is greatly over-rated as a wilderness area:
there have been several reports of Ivory-bills being seen in that region,
but all the reporcs that I couled check upon were based on the misidenti-
-
fication of pil:alcdﬁ."‘ The reports Tanner checked are unknown to
me except I do know that manvy false reports come from the Big
Thicket area which Tanner makes reference to, hMany people in the
Big Thicket area claim to know where lo find the Ivory-bill and ninety-

nine percentl of the time these can be proven to be Pileated Woodpeck-

ers {Ceophloeus pileatuns) without even looking for them as the FPileated

Waoodpecker and the Ivory=hilled Woodpecker are often referred to by
the same common name, Alse many times the people do not know that
there are two species of large woodpeckers., The time Tanner spent in

the Big Thicket area indicates he never had & pood report and that he

7 Tanner, Ivory-billed 25
8 Tanner, Ivorv-billed 21



T

rever searched for the bitd in "earnest, " Tanner states that wintar

and carly spring are the only pood seasons for investigating Iwory-bill
habitzt and that even in his studv arca where he was familiar with their
e
territory and movements, he often had difficulty finding them. He
concluded, however, thal Texas was an unlikely place Tor any Ivory -
bill pepulation because he found no extensive tract of virgin swamp.
Bessic M, Beid of Beaumont wrote a twenty-four page typewritten

report on her ohservations of the Ivory=kill in the Big Thicket [rom

1

et

01 to 12586, The dates of the report indicate that amateur ornithalo-
gists reported the Ivorv-bill on occasion until at least 1956, No recog-
nized aulhorily reported the bird after 1904 zlthough it undoubtedly
goeurred until at least 1915,

In 1967 the first record of an [very-bill by a recognized authority
was made in sixty-three vears by John Dennis and Armand Y ramategui.
The recent record, and persistent romoers supggest that the Ivory-hills
were present throughout the sixtv-three vear period of apparent ab-
sence. This ig strensthened by the fact that the nearest known popula-
: ; ; yioa ; L T
tions were in Morthern Louwisiana in 1946, in Central Florida in

} - 11 I oo I BECEONE E L
158019251 and in Florida again in 1366, Even though the Ivory-
bill iz a strong flier and ranges over several miles, it is highly un-

likely that they would immigrate to Texas from these distances.

Tanner, Ivory-billed 21
Tanner, Ivorv=hbilled 21, xii

LEa

10 Peterson, (HBirds) 215
LL  Denniz, Ivorv-bill =0
12 Dennis, P.C, to Yramategui 3-306-67




The Ivorv-billed woodpecker became exceedingly rare in Texas

after 1915, Information indicates that it became rare due to destruc-
tion of its virgin forest habitat and is now found only in the awamps and
alluvial bottoms of Southeastern Texas, The last official specimens
taken from Texas were from the Trinity River in 1904 and the nesxt

official record was irom the Neches River in 1967. I is probable that

the bird existed in small numbers throughout this sixty-three year gap.



Recent Sightings of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker in Texas

Sightings of Ivorv-billed Woodpeckers (Campephilis principalis)

must always be viewed with skepticism. This was always necessary
because of its resemblance fto the commoen Fileated Woodpecker

(Ceoploeus pileatus). In recent time skepticism was due to the Ivory-

bill's rare occurrence and science's lack of knowledge of its habits and
habitats. Although generally considered extinct, hope was always ex-
pressed by naturalists as thev conlinuwally checked out rumor after
Tumor.

During the past ten years there have been many alledged ovcour-
rences of Ivorv=hilled Woodpeckers, Moat all have proven to he mis-
identification of Pileated Woodpeckers, A Houston newspaper ran a
story of a specimen brought into the nflice of Archer Fullingim, a
Kountze newspaper editor., The hunter walked into the office and laid
the dead bitd on the desk. "I knew vou wouldn't Believe me unless
brought ane in, " he said. It was an Ivory-billed Woodpecker without
doubt. - During the swmmer of 1966 a nest with an egg and a three-
day old young woodpecker were taken from a fallen tree near Eve,

1

Texas, These were reported as Ivory-bills., As one would expect,

1

the specimens all proved to be pileateds when identified by competent

amateur crnithologiscs,

13 Hofierbert 12
14 Yramalegui P.C. to Henson




Howewver, there are some repoeris which seem to be auwthentic, Thesc

include pineteen Independent occurrences by over twenty indivigduals at
ten sites during most of the year except late Ssummer. One site was
suspected as a nesting site and one was & known nesting site. The ob-
servations are swmmarized (Table 2) with information given in the
following order: location, date of record, observer.
Tahle 2
Recent Sightings of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker in Texas

1., Tennessee Colony, Anderson Counly, Texas; 1932; Claude W.

Loring.
. Tennessee Colony, Anderson Counly, Texas; 1956; Farl Ward.
3. Massey L-i'l.;il:_'.. Hardin County, Texas; 1961: Boavem.
4., HKountze Arvea, Hardin Countvy, Texas; 1962; E. L. Williford.
. Alabama=Coushatta Indian Reservation, Polk County, Texas;

March 15, 1963; Lance ERosier.
fh, Alabama-Coushatta Indian Reservation, Polk County, Texas;

April 19463; L. Edwazxds.
7. Tenneszee Colony, Anderson County, Texas; 1964-1967; E. Ward.
8. Dam B Reservoir, Tyler and Jasper Counties, Texas; Oclober

1266; O, H. Lloyd
9., Dam B Reservoir, Tvler and Jasper Counties, Texas; December 3
and 10, 1964; J. ¥. Dennis.

16. Dam B BRescervoir, Tyler and Jasper Counties, Texas; February L3,

1367; M. A. Yramategui.



[(Table 2 conlinuwed)

11,

e

13,

1,

19.

Norcth of Evacdale, Jasper County, Texas; April 27, 1967; Newsom.

Kaorth of Evadale, Jasper County, Texas; May 1967; V. J. Withers,

WNorth of Silabee, Hardin County, Texas; May 24, 1967; 3. D.
Garbee.

Willage Creek, Hardin County, Lexas; MNovember 1967 N,
Wright, ¥W. C. Hancocle,

Sternberg Tracl, Hardin County, Texas; February 25, 1968;
Ceraldine Watson,

Sternberg Tract, Hardin County, Texas; Fehruary 25, L9GE:
J, W, Dennis, M. E. Lsleib.

Fine Island .Elil.j.-'r_'lkl, Hardin County, Texas; MNovemnbher 2%, 1967
CGeraldine Watson, E, C. Frite, <. O, Swarle.

Pine¢ Island Bavou, Hardin County, Texas; December 7, 19068;
vieraldine and Davig Wailson.,

Hardin County, Texas; 1965-1970; Neil Wright.

Although many of these records are very convincing, they ate not

irrefutable. Partially albinistic Pileated Woodpeckers are very Ivory-

bill like and cne was reporled and ebhserved by a number of poeople,

This bird showed white on its wings when perched, the best of all

[vory-billed Weodpecker field marks. Tanner and many others invali-

date the use of wing pattern while the bird is in flight. i Many of Lhe

Tanner, Ivorv-billed 1



listed records are of flyving birds only. Some of the listed records are 5

"heard onlv, " When the bird iz not 3een, there is alwavs some doubt,

but the Ivory-bill call is very distinctive and not easily confused with
16
any other sound in the woods,

One such sound record was made by J. V. Dennis at the Sternberp
Tract near Villapge MMills, He 4id not see the bird but in the presence
of three other observers recorded the call notes of an Ivory-hbilled
Woodpecker on tape. The tape was validated by Drs. Wetmore, Kellog
and others. "z My last writlen correspondence indicated that M. A
¥ ramatepui was having a spectrograph made of the calls by either Ithy
Davis or Rice University. A5 Jince that time Y ramategui was killed and
I don't know if the spectrograph was conclusive. 1have heard rumaors
that the speciropgraph validated the tape,

The remainder of the records listed in Table 2 are abservations

which are unquestionably descriptions of Ivaory-bills. The only fzllacy

server could dream up the whole story. To discuss this would require
a phycholopist az it deals otally with human natare,

The Ivory-billed Woodpecker is seldom observed but some obhser-
vations have becn made. The only material record of the Ivary-bill in

possible with these records iz the observer; it i3 possible that the ob-
Texas which is officially recognized is a tape recording of the birds' |
|

16 Tanner, Ivory-billed 2

i7T Dennis P.C. to M. A. Yramalegui 3-2-£9%
13 Brown P.C. to M. A, ¥Yramategui




call notes, Some sile recerds are olficially recognized azs authantic

but 211 have been subject to question,



Observation Sites of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker in Texas

The Ivary-billed Woodpecker {Campephilis principalis} sites are

those areas in which the observations in the preceding section were
made. These sites ate indicated by number on the following map
{Figure 2) and information regarding these sites is given in the follow-
ing tahle {Table 3).
Takle 3
Table of Areas, Key to Map {Figure )

1. Tennezzee Colony is located in Anderson County in the Trinity

River bottorns. There have bren consistent reports of Ivory-
bills from here for vears., There are supposedly some "'big
woods in the bottoms™ as reported by residents. If the reports
are good the birds are probably confined to a2 relatively small

area a5 the county is only fifty-eight percent forested.

2. Dam B Site is located in Northeast Tyler and Northwest Jasper

Counties hetween the Neches and Angelina Rivers directly north
of Dem B Reservoir., The area contains several square miles
of mature trees and virgin forest. The area is where some of
the "official” records were made by J. Dennis in 19467, This
area is federal land under supervizsion of the Army Corps of

Engineers., Steps were taken in 1967 to prevent the Corps of

Engineers from "improving the timber resource by removing

13 Dallas 132

14




Figure 2
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